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position, illogical, scandalous,—the position of a mad man.
To the Signoria of Florence, then, the Lord Alexander
P.P. VI issued a Brief commanding the withdrawal of
support from the excommunicated friar; threatening
Florence with an Interdict (a hideous lash that invariably
brought curs' to heel) if His commandment were dis-
obeyed: but, at the same time, offering to absolve the
rebellious son of St. Dominic, upon submission. The Sig-
noria replied, defending Savonarola; and the Pope's Holi-
ness replied that, either he must be imprisoned, or be
sent to Rome: a decision which was explained at greater
length to the Signoria by the Florentine Orator in Rome,
who also described the Pope's natural feelings of embitter-
ment at finding His reasonable demands so spurned and
set aside. Half measures only were taken. The Lord Alex-
ander P.P. VI justly was dissatisfied when the Signoria
simply forbade the friar to preach. His Holiness com-
manded, then, the entire vindication of His supreme
authority.
Here, Fra Girolamo Savonarola committed his final sin.
He joined in the stale howl appealing to the Powers of
Europe for the convocation of a General Council; and he
redoubled his treacherous intrigues with the Christian King
Charles VIII: completing the exasperation of the Lord
Alexander P.P. VI.
Events moved swiftly then. Defying the commands of
his acknowledged superior, the Pope, as well as the injunc-
tions of the Signoria, he fell on disrepute. His influence
in Florence waned and withered; his prophecies fell thick
and fast on no believers: and then the Signoria insisted
on his submission to the Pope.
He replied by demanding the Ordeal Of Fire; offering
to walk through a blazing furnace with one of the many
who opposed him, the person who should take no hurt from
that Ordeal to be adjudged innocent and under the special
protection of God.

